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Black crow flees                
its cherry blossom refuge

Visual haiku

Click here for the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival

http://www.vancouvercherryblossomfestival.com/


That kind of day.

Gorgeous weather. Finally. 

Vancouver: all is forgiven.

Stop everything.  Take a walk.  Take the camera.  

There are new things to see.  
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1 Merrick Architecture completed this end of 
Alberni Street with the Laguna Parkside, 
adjacent to that absurd villa constructed by 
Macao billionaire Stanley Ho (because he liked 
the name of the adjacent park?) 



What used to be a wall of mundane 
Sixties highrises is now nicely 
framed, with respectful view corridors 
for the renters behind and the 
passers-by on Alberni.

The architecture is serviceable –
though It appears more thought has 
gone into the landscaping than the 
detailing of the building. 

The site seems overplanted – to give 
the immediate gratification of 
lushness.  They’ll soon be pulling out 
the shrubbery. 



And unless someone from the City is 
watching, I wonder how long before the 

children’s play area disappears?



The site plan of the Laguna Parkside
is a result of the guidelines devised by 

Hotson Bakker back in 1989 for the 
south side of Georgia.

From Chilco to Cardero, there is a 
regular rhythm of high and mid-rise 
buildings, with green courts facing 

onto Georgia and view corridors 
punctuating the mid-block 

townhouses.  Wide sidewalks and 
double rows of trees green up the 

entrance to the city.

Underneath this 
three-storey lantern: 
a jacuzzi.

http://vancouver.ca:8765/cs.html?charset=iso-8859-1&url=http%
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Hewitt + Kwasnicky Architects did The Melville
(What is it with architects and “+”?)  At 464 feet it’s 
the highest building in the Coal Harbour area, 
topped with copper and a flamboyant curve.  

Thank God Arthur’s Erickson’s Evergreen 
Building was saved (currently under wraps for 
window replacement).  Perhaps it’s more 
appropriate to thank leaseholder David Thom of IBI 
for slowing down John Laxton, the owner, who in 
the end received a very generous chunk of 
transferable density.

In addition to being part of the Erickson portfolio, 
the Evergreen provides much-needed horizontals 
in a too-vertical neighbourhood.



Dogs and 
children: who 

enjoys Coal 
Harbour Green 

the most?



3 Downs Archambault’s
Cielo looks gray and 
clunky from this angle.  
The problem with 
Vancouver architecture: 
good background 
without enough great 
foreground. 
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Planning Director Brent Toderian asks:                 
Is Vancouver still a city by design?

Architect James Cheng got the bulk of 
commissions edging Coal Harbour Green.  
Too much background on foreground sites?

http://www.planetizen.com/node/23462


After years of dredging, 
pounding, digging and shoring, 

the Vancouver Trade and 
Exhibition Centre begins to 
raise its bulky head above       

the ground.
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Unavoidably convention centres are very large boxes, and not many 
cities have gracefully integrated them.  Still too early to say how ours will 
do, even with lots of glass and a green roof.  At the moment, the steel 
structure converses with container cranes and the cruise-ship terminal.



For perspective.
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On Burrard, 
Bentall Five            
is completed.

The first 
stage went as 
far as the Bell 
sign. The 
floors above 
were added 
even as the 
lower section 
remained 
occupied. 

Now the 
proportions of 
the tower 
work.
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A spectacular display       
of akebono cherries at 
the Burrard SkyTrain
station – much 
appreciated by 
Japanese tourists.  You 
can find a map of the 
best blossoms here.

http://www.vancouvercherryblossomfestival.com/sharedfiles/20070315VancouverSunMap.pdf
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Yes, they’re 
digging up the 

pre-Olympic 
city every-

where, 
including the 

sidewalk 
corners on 

Robson.

Why?

Because the original curb cuts fed wheelchairs into the traffic. This is 
state-of-the-art curb-cut design.  And when your Mayor gets around in 

a wheelchair, that’s a priority.



9 My streetcar village: Lower Robson/Denman.                      
Anchored by one of the most dismal Safeways on the west 
coast into which not a penny has been put.  Hopefully it will 

be replaced by the Kasian Kennedy design that was 
approved in 2001.  It got caught in a legal fight between 

Safeway and the City over soil remediation.  Safeway won.  
And so it’s time to get on with it.



Denman and Robson: Above, on the northeast corner, the old SunseDenman and Robson: Above, on the northeast corner, the old Sunset t 
Books site is being filled in.  Across Robson: remediation of thBooks site is being filled in.  Across Robson: remediation of the soils e soils 
on the Safeway parking lot.   When these corners are complete, ton the Safeway parking lot.   When these corners are complete, the he 

effect will be startling: maybe one of the better intersections effect will be startling: maybe one of the better intersections in the city.in the city.



When the Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada awarded Richard Henriquez
the 2005 Gold Medal, the description of 
his career failed to mention a single 
West End work. 

But in Vancouver’s West End, there is a 
collection of six Henriquez-designed 
buildings that are among the best works 
of one of Canada’s best architects.

In previous issues of Price Tags, we’ve 
shown four of them (click the covers to 
connect.)

The fifth is probably the least-known of 
the five residential towers – 1277 
Nelson. 

For a guide to all the Henriquez and Partners 
buildings downtown, click on the map.

HENRIQUEZ(cont.)

http://www.henriquezpartners.com/
http://www.sightline.org/publications/enewsletters/price_tags/pricetags71.pdf
http://www.sightline.org/publications/enewsletters/price_tags/pricetags74.pdf
http://www.sightline.org/publications/enewsletters/price_tags/pricetags76.pdf
http://www.sightline.org/publications/enewsletters/price_tags/pricetags85


The tower 
(which deserves 
a better name 
than an address) 
was completed 
in 1994 and 
consists of 120 
residential units 
with 225 under-
ground parking 
stalls.

It sits on 
the height 
of land in 
the West 

End, 
disguised 

by the 
mature 

trees,  
with an 

oval 
floorplate

that 
minimizes 

the view 
blockage 

for the 
towers to 

the south.

1277 Nelson



The site was occupied 
by three low-rise 

buildings from the 
1930s and 1940s.  But 
by the early 1990s, the 
zoning had changed in 

the West End to 
discourage demolition.

Henriquez figured out a 
way to acknowledge 

the City’s concern for 
affordable rental 

housing – and the 
architectural heritage of 

the location.



Immediately to the east of the tower was a three-storey apartment block 
– the Queen Anne Garden Apartments – faced in brick with some nice 
deco touches.  Well worth preserving, it was designed by Ross Lort in 
1930 and occupied by long-time tenants.

Although a mate to the Queen Anne was demolished, the main building 
remained as a density bonus, then upgraded, with rents controlled to no 
more than the cost of living for the next decade. Tenants from the 
demolished walkups were able to transfer to the Queen Anne as suites 
became available.  Those that couldn’t were given a moving package.

Henriquez then took 
the decorative 

elements from the 
demolished Lort

building and 
incorporated them into 
the front façade for the 

main floor of the 
tower. 

Because the original 
wall was parallel to 

the street, a pathway 
traces the trajectory 

of the wall as though 
it was angled to 

create a courtyard 
behind.  The wheels 

at the base of the 
entrance (arrowed 

above) are a play on 
the architectural 

intervention – a very 
Henriquez touch.



1277 Nelson was 
the winner of the 

1995 Georgie
Award for Best 

High Rise Multi-
Family Develop-

ment – and the 
last highrise to be 

built in the             
West End.
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