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VisionVision



THE BEST SIX

In a Vision Statement
WORDS
For an aging American city with               
a great river  running  through it.



More NATURAL
More URBAN

More CONNECTED



St. Paul (population 288,000), they say, is a big small town, 
while Minneapolis (382,000) is a small big city.  A (usually) friendly 
rivalry characterizes their culture.  

Says the local city magazine: “Minneapolitans believe St. Paulites
have a chip on their shoulder. Ever since Minneapolis surpassed 
St. Paul in population and industrial muscle in the late 1800s, St. 
Paul has been the grumpy, (slightly) older sibling, resentful of its 
ostentatious twin.  St. Paulites, of course, think Minneapolitans are 
way too impressed with themselves.”

The truth is that both cities have been overtaken by vast sprawl
and the hundreds of local jurisdictions which make up the larger
region.  Many leaders in government and business now come 
from and locate in the suburbs, and the urban centres suffer from 
the dispersion.

TWINSTWINS



In truth, St. Paul has probably benefited 
from being left a bit behind. Avoiding the 

worst of urban renewal, its stock of 
heritage buildings (like the Landmark 

Center below) and the fabric of its 
streetcar neighbourhoods, once 

decayed, are now desirable assets  

Summit Avenue, for instance, is one of 
the great American residential streets of 
the late 19th-century, and nearby Grand 
is one of the most popular and walkable

streets in the region.   



Both cities have the Mississippi River running through them – an 
extraordinary legacy of nature and history.  

With de-industrialization has come re-naturalization.                   
St. Paul is now cleaner and greener … even as the region has 

become sprawlier. 

Along the river, among the 
parks, flood plains, wildlife 

reserves and remaining 
industry, St. Paul is aiming 

to do something that 
hasn’t been done in 

awhile: design and build a 
livable, denser downtown.

To do so, they created a 
non-profit corporation.



The Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation has a very eclectic 
board, a small staff, a recognition of the importance of design –

and an initial mandate to implement the city's vision and 
redevelopment agenda for its downtown. 

You can find the 
details here for the           
Saint Paul on the 

Mississippi 
Development 
Framework.

http://www.riverfrontcorporation.com
http://www.riverfrontcorporation.com/page4.asp
http://www.riverfrontcorporation.com/page4.asp


But this vision has taken them beyond the 
downtown to the entire 26 miles of                   

Mississippi riverfront.  

There are four ‘reaches’ - the Gorge, the Valley, 
the Downtown and the Floodplain.  And each, as 
you’d expect, is very different in geography and 
opportunity.  Together they make up a regional 

asset of potentially national significance. 

So they call it collectively (and cleverly) …

The Great River Park 

[Details here]

http://www.riverfrontcorporation.com/Files/Growing_the_GRP.pdf


They envision They envision ““a green corridor        a green corridor        
of enormous dimension and breadth, of enormous dimension and breadth, 
stretching as a continuous green stretching as a continuous green 
spine through the length of                 spine through the length of                 
Saint Paul Saint Paul …”…”

But it is very much more than a park.But it is very much more than a park.

For into this corridor they will fit       For into this corridor they will fit       
the Urban: the Urban: 

““Thriving and emerging Thriving and emerging 
neighborhoods, comneighborhoods, com--
mercialmercial nodes and                  nodes and                  
corridors.corridors.””



It comes as a 
surprise to realize 
how recent access to 
the river actually is, 
and how limited it 
remains. 

Residents were cut off (and still are) by railway tracks, industry, 
levees, wetlands, steep banks and hostile highways.  So the first 
initiatives saw the construction of riverfront parks, plazas and
walkways – something everyone could agree on and take pride in.

Now the urban part begins.



Some of the results so far 
look formulaic – and the 

result of a pretty crude 
formula at that. The 

housing at Upper Landing 
seems to substitute paint 

for good design and looks 
to be the consequence of                        

simplistic height limits and 
a fear of tall buildings.  

It’s a waste of a great site.



And more urban means more 
connected not only to nature  
and neighbourhoods but also 
to the city’s past and the 
cultural changes of the 
moment.

St. Paul’s prescription – and 
the lesson for others – is that 
you can get all three in one 
package.  

But the concept is right.  A city can become more 
natural even as it becomes more urban.  



In October, the Corporation brought four 
commentators to town - Mary Jukuri (below) 

of JJR, Linda Cohen of the Confluence 
Greenway, Jerry Enzler of the National 

Mississippi Museum and Aquarium, and 
myself – to walk the talk, to understand the 

vision and to share our thoughts on the 
Great River Park.

Check it out.    

http://www.riverfrontcorporation.com/1592.asp


There is a second great city
in the region, one that is only partly complete. 
This second city lies south of the Fraser 
River, with the City of Surrey at its heart. This 
second city has been largely built since 1950, 
and over the next 50 years, much of the 
region’s population and job growth will 
concentrate here. 

Today, this next great city is at a crossroads. 
Down one road it can continue its dramatic 
progress toward sustainability. Take the other 
road and it will become just another suburb, 
no different than hundreds of other traffic-
choked suburbs throughout North America.

PATRICK CONDONPATRICK CONDON

on the



In many respects this South of 
Fraser city has done a better job 
laying a foundation for sustain-
ability than did Vancouver. In 
Vancouver, scores of once-rich 
salmon streams were bulldozed. 

Not so South of Fraser, where stream channels 
are protected and extend deep into neighbour-
hoods. 

In Vancouver, local farms were all destroyed to 
make way for houses, factories, and shops. 
Not so South of Fraser, where about half the land 
area is preserved for farming by its inclusion in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve.

[CLICK HERE FOR FULL ESSAY]

____________________

Patrick M. Condon is a professor of 
landscape architecture at UBC and a 
lead researcher of the Design Centre 
for Sustainability at the University of 
British Columbia.

The quotes above come from a 
paradigm-shifting essay in the Georgia 
Straight that is a must read for those 
thinking about the future of this region.

http://www.straight.com/content.cfm?id=14369


WHO WON?
In the last issue, Price Tags 78, we took a look at one 
of the more controversial development proposals in the 

region - White Rock’s Town Centre.  

Mayor Judy Forster (below) and Council decided to 
vote on the development mere weeks before the civic 

election.  Normally, Councils choose to punt 
controversial projects – and this one certainly was.

So how did the Mayor and the Councillors who 
supported the proposal do when the voters weighed in? 

They won.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags78.pdf


PORTLAND GROUND

The digital 
camera and the 
Internet has 
allowed a lot of us 
who love urban 
environments to 
share our 
electronic obser-
vations with the 
world.

Here are two web 
sites worth a visit.

Portland 
Ground –
“Images from the 
Oregon Street” –
is the work of 
Miles Hochstein. 
Not only are the 
681 images nicely 
categorized by 
neighbourhood, 
but the design of 
the site is one of 
the most effective 
I’ve come across.  

Click here.

http://www.portlandground.com/
http://www.portlandground.com/


URBANPHOTO

Christopher DeWolf of UrbanPhoto includes images from 
Macau and Hong Kong - but his heart is clearly in Montreal.  

Click here.

http://www.urbanphoto.net/2005-november.htm


Coal Harbour
My heart is clearly in Vancouver.     
Three recent shots, right here.



Bute and Alberni



Price Tags is an electronic newsletter by Gordon Price
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