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HENRIQUEZ 2

The Sylvia Extension is the second 
in our series on architect Richard 
Henriquez’s West End designs.   

Click here.     

[For Part 1, click here.]

Serendipity on Cambie Street.  See 
what you can find on three blocks 
within a half mile on a Friday afternoon.

Click here.

He came, he saw, he walked.  
Minneapolis Star-Tribune writer Steve 
Berg discovered that Vancouver is 
Healthy by Design.

Click here.

Why is this woman smiling?  Shirley and 
Peter Barnett finally opened the 
Watermark Restaurant at Kits Beach.

Click here.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags71.pdf


The Sylvia Extension       The Sylvia Extension       
19861986



Imagine, specifically, an 17-storey 
version of the Sylvia Hotel.

The original Sylvia - 1912

Now imagine that it was 
remodelled in the 1980s,               
with the corner sliced            
off and a modern                               
glass tower                     
inserted.  

Imagine a 
West End 
highrise –
from 1912.



That’s the Sylvia Extension at 1861 Beach -
the first highrise West of Denman since the 
1970s. It was architect Richard Henriquez’s
first residential tower and the first highrise 

constructed by Intertech, a construction firm 
now doing over 17 towers in the city.

(And it’s the second in our series on Richard 
Henriquez’s West End works.                                            

For Part 1, click here.)

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags71.pdf


Authors of Exploring Vancouver describe 
the Sylvia Extension as a “definitive 
example of post-modernism  - layered with 
meaning and subtle statement … with a 
mischievous, sceptical reference to the 
past.”

Well, sometimes not so subtle.  Henriquez also favours the 
audacious – like the curving window at the rear of the 
restaurant repeated in the bright red trellis across the 
courtyard.  Imagine a piece of the restaurant sliced off and 
then shifted under the tower to create the lobby.  

Intellectually, Henriquez begins with an image of the old.  He 
then takes an imaginary knife to the composition and, after 
some judicious slicing, creates some startling juxtapositions.  
The effect works when the ‘old’ – constructed at the same 
time as the new – is convincing.

http://www.ubcpress.ubc.ca/search/title_book.asp?BookID=466


But post-modernism too often 
suffers from cheapness of 
materials and flatness of form 
– a cartoon architecture.  That 
turned out to be the case with 
the restaurant between the 
tower and the hotel.  

At the rear, however, the 
parking garage with rooms 
above looks like a substantial 
version of some 19th-century 
stables.



The entire Sylvia site had to be rezoned. The original hotel was
already over the allowable density, but the owner wanted to add 
some underground parking and more hotel rooms. The outright 
height for a new building was only 60 feet – but, with conditional 

approval, could go to 210 – if the argument could be made.  

Henriquez believed there would be more views preserved by a 
taller, slimmer tower than a low, broad building.  To prove it, he 

did the city’s first numerical view analysis: calculations were done 
for every window of every affected suite to show how much view 

would be saved and how much lost by different forms of 
development.  He was able to demonstrate definitely that tall and 

slim was better than low and fat – an argument that influenced 
the City’s approach to highrises thereafter, and the requirement 

for detailed view analyses.

Ultimately the Sylvia received its rezoning in return for a 
designation of the hotel as a heritage-protected building. 



Though the Sylvia Extension does block some 
of the mountain view, it also picks up the greens 
and browns with brick and glass - and the turret 
adds another peak to the skyline.  It also relates 
precisely to Ocean Towers next door, providing 

an elegant end to an oversized  slab. 

This view from the 
Inukshuk on English Bay 
is now one of the classic 

vistas of Vancouver.



The building, though high, is actually low in 
density – at least as measured in population. The 
three-storey apartment/hotel it replaced had more 
suites than the 20-unit tower – practically one per 

floor - that replaced it.

The Sylvia proved to be one of the first examples 
of a dilemma that would create a crisis in the city 

by the late 1980s. 

The Sylvia’s predecessor



A WEST END DILEMMA

Above is an early-1950s walk-up which, according to a count of the 
entrance buzzers, contained thirty suites.  In the mid-1980s, it was 

demolished and replaced with a condo – Liza Court – that was twice 
as high but with only 22 suites.   Result: displacement of renters, loss 

of affordability, more view blockage and a drop in population.  



Hundreds 
of these 
three-
storey 
stucco 
boxes built 
in the 
1940s and 
early 1950s 
had passed 
their best-
by date and 
made 
tempting 
targets for 
redevelop-
ment.



When walk-ups began to be demolished in Kerrisdale, a 
political crisis occurred.  It quickly became apparent how 
much of the existing housing stock was vulnerable in the 
West End (below).  

In 1989, Council responded with a rezoning (right, above) 
that downzoned small sites, prevented tall buildings from 

being built next to each other, and applied a rate-of-change 
provision to the district. At about the same, Downtown South 

and Triangle West were upzoned to attract growth.

It worked brilliantly. There have been almost no demolitions 
in the West End in the last decade and a half, rents have 

remained stable, in fact vacancies have been relatively high. 
The population of the West End even dropped slightly as 
renters took advantage of the condo market elsewhere.

For Richard Henriquez, however, the constraints simply 
meant new challenges – as we’ll see in upcoming issues.
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Cities are about 
serendipity –
“making fortunate 
discoveries by 
accident.”

On Friday, July 
22nd, on my way to 
City Hall, I saw 
examples of 
change and 
circumstance on 
three blocks of 
Cambie Street, all 
within a half mile, 
that captured the 
character of this 
place, and the 
forces that are 
transforming it 
socially and 
physically.

Judge for yourself.
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Vancouverites 
don’t need a  
beach to play 
beach 
volleyball.

Here they cavort 
on trucked-in 
sand laid over 
the old city 
works yard.

11



11
Which is now being demolished to make way for 
the Athlete’s Village for the 2010 Olympic Games 
(left) and thereafter, the South East False Creek 

sustainable community (right).



Your hate fills my void

Your laughter helps me think

We are all made in God’s laugh

11
Temporal 

graffiti, written 
not on subway 

walls and 
probably not 
prophetic,  

tries to 
communicate 
… something.
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It’s a slick and 
urban way of 

integrating the 
Best Buys and 

Canada Tires in 
amongst the 

live-work lofts 
and auto-body 

shops.

COPE couldn’t 
cope with a Wal-
Mart, but this box 

didn’t need a 
rezoning.  

Fortunately, the 
City’s design 

process required 
a “Taming of the 

Box”



2
Affirming the obvious – that consumption and 
culture are now indistinguishable – hundreds 
were attracted to the Grand Opening with a 
concert by Black Eyed Peas.  Others just 

came to take away more boxes.
2
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The City was 
helping to 

launch Gay 
Pride Week 
with, what 

else …

Meanwhile, up 
the hill, another 
celebration of a 
different order 

was taking 
place.



A WEDDING!

33



Part spectacle, part ceremony, part barbeque ….  
something for everyone.

33



Including Park Commissioner Suzanne Anton, who took a 
plunge for the cause.



HEALTHY BY DESIGN 
Steve Berg | Star Tribune Editorial Writer   /   July 31, 2005

Stand on Robson Street for five minutes on a weekday 
afternoon. Count the people walking past: 346. Note the 
number who are obviously overweight: 2. Estimate the number 
wearing backpacks: 100. 

Now take another five minutes to count the cars moving 
steadily and easily past: 74 (plus two trucks and three buses). 
Reach for your calculator: 4.5 pedestrians for every car. 

There you have it. Not exactly scientific proof, but an insight 
into Vancouver's formula for healthy residents and urban 
vitality: more walking, less driving.



More than any North American city, 
Vancouver has intentionally merged 
public health with city planning. The 
goal is not just to promote recreation 

(there are plenty of bike trails and 
tennis courts), but to design physical 

activity into the daily routine, to build a 
city so compelling that people will 

leave their cars at home, strap on a 
backpack and take up walking as their 

primary mode of travel.

For complete story,           
click here.

(Registration required.)

Click here for editorial.

http://www.startribune.com/stories/1519/5533882.html
http://www.startribune.com/stories/561/5533835.html


WATERMARKWATERMARKWATERMARK

It was one of 
those only-on-
Kits-Point kind of 
issues: a great 
stir about a little 
change.  The 
Park Board had 
approved a new 
restaurant and 
public facilities at 
Kits Beach.  But 
it took years and
not a few law suits before Peter and Shirley Barnett (above), the 
lessees, were able to complete and open Watermark at the end of July.  
Read about it here and here.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/ArticleNews/TPStory/LAC/20050719/BCKITSILANO19/National/Idx
http://www.canada.com/vancouver/vancouversun/news/westcoastnews/story.html?id=a10b3fe2-4040-4e8a-8b17-36520413edb0


The Urban Design 
Panel was insistent: no 
fake arts-and-crafts or 
sappy art-deco motifs.  
They wanted a west-
coast modern look, with 
lots of transparency.  
Architects AA Robins
delivered a nicely 
detailed pavilion, with 
emphasis on wood,  
steel and seamless 
connections.





The veranda and dining room (a comfortable room, 
beautifully lit at night) are separated only by air and         

a glass wall.

Criticism: the public 
spaces, particularly the 
change rooms, seem 
tight and awkward.  
And the use of concrete 
block is leaden.  Since 
the whole point of the 
exercise was to fund 
public improvements 
through private invest-
ment, it’s disappointing 
to see the public 
spaces come off as 
second-rate.



After the Fireworks / July 27th
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