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Commercial Drive



Ever since Grandview Woodland boomed with the arrival of the 
Interurban in 1891, transportation has been an issue that has divided 
the neighbourhood physically and united it politically.

As early as 1907 residents organized to have Park Drive (renamed
Commercial) improved so children would not have to walk along rail

THE DRIVETHE DRIVE

Today, Citizens Concerned with 
Highway Expansion has organ-
ized to deal with the proposal to 
widen Highway 1.

On June 19, they held the 
first Car-Free Commercial 

Drive Festival.  

lines to school. The 1970s saw residents join the success-
ful lobby to prevent the construction of a freeway. The 
1980s saw the arrival of Skytrain – and opposition                 
to the elevated guideway.



What’s the first thing 
that comes to mind 

when you hear: 
“Commercial Drive”

Quick!

Italians?

Lesbians?

Left-wing politics?

World-cup soccer?

Funky shops and cafes? 



Bet you didn’t think

KIDS



Today 
there’s a 
toddler 

boom on 
the Drive.



Count the 
number of 

maternity and 
children’s 
clothing 
stores.

Within a 
kilometre, 

there’s three.



Just the numbers…

In 1991, of the 
28,000 people who 
made up the 
neighbourhood of 
Grandview 
Woodland, only 900 
were between the 
ages of 0 and 4.

Ten years later, the 
population had 
gone up by a 
thousand people. 
But now there were 
1,460 between                  
0 and 4.

Though Grandview is 
an older, very mixed 
part of the city, where 
less than a fifth of the 
homes are single-
detached, it’s toddler 
population is 6.1 
percent – about a 
percent higher than 
the city average. 



And here’s why.

Meet Patrick and Lisa.  In a few 
months, there will be another 
member of their household.  

I first saw them at a reception for 
those who had opened their 
homes for the Vancouver Heritage 
Foundation’s house tour.  “West 
Side,” I thought.  Maybe Kitsilano.

I was so wrong.  



They live in this classic Edwardian ‘family home’ built about 
1912, just a block off busy East 1st, two down from Commercial, 
in a neighbourhood of eclectic housing and diverse social mix.  
They even have an infill cottage at the back (inset), which helped 
cover the costs of renovation.



So you’re thinking: Gentrification!  There goes the Drive…. 

But in fact Grandview is evolving back into something it 
always was: a place for families.  Sure, Patrick (he’s a realtor) 
knows value when he sees it, and his roots are west side.  But 

now his domestic life is contained in the blocks between   
Prior and Trout Lake. 



The services they use are all within a few blocks.  
Often they’re on a first-name basis with the 
proprietors.  “And on the Drive,” says Lisa, “you 
don’t pay six dollars for strawberries.”



So yes, the Drive is changing.  
Still funky, less gritty.  But it’s 
hard to argue against people 
who are helping to save the 
remaining heritage of the 
neighbourhood, adding some 
infill, patronizing the local 
businesses and making the 
sincerest form of commitment to 
community: they’re going to 
raise their kids here.



For more on Grandview 
Woodland,                         
click here.

For Citizens Concerned 
with Highway Expansion,  
click here.

             

For the Livable Region 
Coalition,                         
click here.

For the Commercial 
Drive BIA,                     
click here. 

http://vancouver.ca/community_profiles/grandview_woodland/index.htm
http://cche.vcn.bc.ca
http://www.livableregion.ca/index.html
http://www.thedrive.ca/


RECENTLY 
FOUND 
COOL 
STUFF

Warning: Some sites 
can be mesmerizing



You may have already heard the buzz.  
Google Earth is an amazing tool (or toy, or 

time-waster) that you’ll want to try for 
yourself.  Download it here.

http://desktop.google.com/download/earth/index.html


Seattle Bus Monster is an incredible -- and incredibly 
useful -- Google Maps hack that helps you navigate 
Metro's bus system. 

Among other things, it can:

* Locate bus stops near any intersection

* Get a bus‘s real-time location along any route

* Gives the next bus's estimated arrival time at a    
given stop

* Notify you by e-mail or SMS when a bus is x 
minutes away

* View images from state DOT traffic cameras

Creator Chris Smoak warns that the site is new and still 
buggy, but he's working on it and plans to add many 
more features in the future.

Click here for a test drive.

http://www.busmonster.com


Google Maps Tinkerers Make 
Demographic Data Come Alive 
Greg Sandoval  / June 9, 2005 

Geeks, tinkerers and innovators are crashing the Google party, 
having discovered how to tinker with the search engine's 
mapping service to graphically illustrate vital information that
might otherwise be ignored, overlooked or not perceived as 
clearly….

Thanks to Adrian Holovaty, 24, who overlayed Chicago Police 
Department crime statistics on a Google map, house-hunters in 
the Albany Park neighborhood can pinpoint all the sexual 
assaults in the district between May 19 and April 19 on a single
map….  [Click here for connection.]

http://www.chicagocrime.org/


Renters can turn to Housingmaps.com, which melds the 
technologies of Craigslist and Google, to spot available 
housing in 29 cities including San Francisco, New York, Los 
Angeles and Chicago.   [And Vancouver]… [Click here for 
full story.]

Click here for Housingmaps.com

http://www.technologyreview.com/articles/05/06/ap/ap_060905.asp?trk=nl  
http://housingmaps.com


How Brief Drop in Cars Can Trigger 
Tie-Ups, And Other Traffic Tales
Sharon Begley / July 1, 2005

More and more scientists are modeling traffic with equations 
from the branch of math called nonlinear dynamics, which 
describes systems that suddenly jump from one state to another. 
Like water that suddenly freezes, flowing traffic can 
spontaneously seize up, beginning at a single point of 
crystallization (the idiots who braked to rubberneck) and causing 
a wave of high density to spread backward.

Lane closures, on ramps, uphill, chronic lane changing and other
"inhomogeneities" in traffic flow can all trigger a density wave, 
Martin Treiber of Dresden University of Technology has shown in 
mesmerizing simulations.  [Click here for full story.]   

Click here for microsimulation. 

http://www.traffic-simulation.de
http://online.wsj.com/article_email/0,,SB112017450218974799-Ihjg4NnlaR4oZuvZYGGaaaCm4,00.html


Maps of US cities      
to the same scale 

Click here for more.

This site shows the urbanized areas, major roadways and 
rail transit lines of every metropolitan area in the United 
States with a population over one million. 

Unlike most maps, these illustrate the actual built-up, non-
rural metropolis as accurately as possible. 

Second, the maps are all to the same scale. You can pull 
up maps of multiple cities next to one another and 
compare. 

http://www.beyonddc.com/features/compare.html


Unfortunately, the 
site does not 

include Canadian or 
other country’s 

cities.  But to get 
some comparison of 

Vancouver and its 
U.S. neighbours, 

click here for some 
very cool maps by 

Northwest 
Environment 

Watch, roughly to 
the same scale, that 

show graphically 
the impact of sprawl 
over the last decade 

or so.

Vancouver

Portland

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/maps.asp


They’re off!  
The second largest rookery of herons in southern B.C. is 
located in Stanley Park, just north of the Park Board office.  
(For pictures from earlier this spring, click here.)  

The fledglings are now taking flight – and no doubt will be 
seen around English Bay in the coming weeks.  

Maria Morlin, a biology instructor at Vancouver Community 
College, has a website (click here) with many heron 
pictures taken of the rookery.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags63.pdf
http://www.sciencerocks.ca/html/heronry_photo_gallery.html


TORONTO
This is one of the worst-run cities around.   
In fact, it is seriously dysfunctional …

No, no, Price Tags does not engage in gratuitous 
Toronto-bashing.  Fortunately, the urban-issues 

critic of the Toronto Star does it for us.

Certainly, all politics is local, but who in Toronto speaks for 
Toronto? 

Except for the mayor, no one. The rest are too busy looking 
after what's happening around the corner or down the street …

By contrast, councillors in that much-touted paragon of civic 
virtue, Vancouver, represent the city, not sections of it. These
councillors-at-large have their own constituency, but they act 
on behalf of the whole city …

It's all very well for Toronto to aspire to greatness, but first it 
has to learn to act like a city rather than a collection of 
disparate jurisdictions oblivious and indifferent to one another. 

- Christopher Hume /  July 4, 2005

Click here for full column.

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1120429209471&call_pageid=971358637177&col=Columnist969907619189


Price Tags is an electronic magazine by Gordon Price

To subscribe or comment, click here / For archives, click here.

All photos by Gordon Price.  This one, too: the Marine Building reflected in 
the  ‘Daon’ Building.  For backstory, click here.

mailto:pricetags@shaw.ca
http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags.asp
http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags16.pdf

