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LoopsLoops



City LoopCity Loop

There’s something ideal about a 10-km loop.  It’s 
no accident that it’s the racing standard.  Long 

enough to give you a good workout if you’re 
running, it’s a comfortable distance on a bicycle 

and makes for a nice half-day hike.   Ten 
kilometres or less will take you around Stanley 

Park, False Creek or the entire downtown 
peninsula.  Choose a loop.

There are lots of attractions along the City Loop, 
some of which I reported in Price Tags 64.

Here’s more.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags64.pdf


5 
6 

1
2

3 
4 

1 One Harbour Green / Shaw Tower

2 Lift

3 English Bay Green

4 Inukshuk

5 AIDS Memorial

6 Carrall Street



Yes, we know.  Yes, we know.  
ThereThere’’s too much s too much 
green glass in green glass in 
Coal Harbour.  Coal Harbour.  
But the latest But the latest 
addition addition -- One One 
Harbour Green Harbour Green --
offsets some of offsets some of 
the usual shades the usual shades 
with this with this 
extraordinary extraordinary 
stone veneer of stone veneer of 
Rosa Rosa CoralloCorallo, a , a 
Brazilian quartzite Brazilian quartzite 
that will face both that will face both 
the townhouses the townhouses 
and elements on and elements on 
the tower.  Nice the tower.  Nice 
work by James work by James 
Cheng Architects.Cheng Architects.
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I wish I could be as 
complementary about the 
Shaw Tower, another work 
by Cheng. But unfortunately 
this is too bland, too gray, 
and lacks the usual finesse –
particularly along the Cordova 
Street frontage – that the firm 
is capable of and which this 
location deserves.



BEST PEOPLE WATCHING
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There has always been 
nervousness at City Hall 
about approving develop-
ment on the water side of 
the seawall.  So when this 
small restaurant was 
approved as part of the 
Bayshore project, it wasn’t 
surprising that it took years 
to get design approval.  

The result was worth it: Lift 
is not only one of the trendy 
new spots in town, but it 
has created two outside
decks that offer some of the best people-watching in the city. The lower 
bar provides patrons with a magnificent view of the harbour and a head-on 
invitation to make eye contact and conversation with people strolling down 
the seawall.  You do, however, pay for the location with every drink.

LIFTLIFTLIFT



DEATH IN SPRINGDEATH IN SPRINGDEATH IN SPRING

It’s only now, when 
Nature’s exuberance 
is all around us, that 

the ugly consequence 
of a selfish act – the 
deliberate killing of 
trees that blocked a 
private view – is fully 

apparent.
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INUKSHUK in MOTION
Now that the English Bay Inukshuk has achieved immortality as the 

inspiration for the logo of the 2010 Olympics, maybe it’s time to 
move it to the place where it was originally intended to go. 

This Inuit wayfinder – a legacy from the Northwest Territories 
Pavillion at Expo ’86 – was meant to be placed at the very tip of the 
Groin.  That makes sense: it should be as visible as possible from a 

distance.  But the Park Board was wary of any potentially 
controversial public art occupying too prominent a position on 

parkland.  Hence the compromise.  

Now’s the time: move it forward.



AIDS MEMORIALAIDS MEMORIAL
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This may be the most 
intimidating block in 
Vancouver – but it’s 
also the connecting link 
to complete the City 
Loop. You can see the 
plans for the Carroll 
Greenway here.  

And until April 30th, see the results of the Planning 
Commission’s  21 Places competition at the 

Interurban Gallery (Carrall and Hastings) or click click 
here.here.
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http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/21places-finalists.asp
https://www.vancouver.ca/engsvcs/streets/greenways/city/carrall.htm


CAR LOOP

This ring of widened highways, new bridges and expanded interchanges will 
be at the centre of the fastest-growing part of the Vancouver Region – and 

will lock the Valley into auto dominance.



Add it up: the Golden Ears crossing, a twinning of the Port 
Mann Bridge, a widened Highway 1, new perimeter roads, 
upgraded interchanges - and more to come as the Gateway 
Program is implemented. 

Below is the 200th Street interchange – collecting the traffic 
from the nearby shopping malls, industrial parks, office 
complexes and housing developments designed almost 
exclusively for the car and truck, more of which will be attracted 
by the promised expansion.
. 
People are locked into their cars: there’s no other way for most 
of them to get most places most of the time.

Count the pedestrians.

Worse still: as Highway 1 becomes the main street of suburbia, 
it will frustrate the use of the freeway as a through route for 
goods movement and long-distance travellers – the very 
argument that is being used to justify the expansion in the first 
place.



ANDRES DUANY              
COMES TO VANCOUVER



“Dead-worm-suburb.”
The first time I heard that phrase, I was watching a grainy video that 
looked like it had been lit with candles and recorded with two tin cans 
and a string.   But the speaker was so engaging, and so dead on,
that this speech recorded in Portland in the late 1980s had been
continually recopied to share with others.  

Andres Duany was leading the way to New Urbanism.  

Now New Urbanism is so broadly accepted that much of it is taken
as gospel.  Vancouver in its particular way not only absorbed the 
lessons but went beyond the medium-density scale that 
characterized most American work, and did it in the inner city, not 
just in the suburbs.  

Duany had previously spoken in Vancouver in the early 1990s as 
part of the “Creating Our Future” process that Gordon Campbell had 
initiated when he led the GVRD.  But he had never done any work in 
Vancouver – until now.  

He and his partner and wife, 
Elizabeth Plater-Zybeck, were 
already well known for high-
profile projects like Seaside 
(right) and Kentlands.  In his 
books and speeches, he showed 
how to achieve a contemporary 
vision of a forgotten civic 
urbanism, boldly interpreted.



The Fraser Lands will be one of the most important developments The Fraser Lands will be one of the most important developments in in 
the next decade of Vancouver.  If the next decade of Vancouver.  If DuanyDuany is right, it might be the second is right, it might be the second 

urban centre of the city.  urban centre of the city.  

It is a It is a brownfieldbrownfield site site –– 126 acres 126 acres –– in the very southeast corner of in the very southeast corner of 
Vancouver, bounded by Burnaby, the Fraser and the residential Vancouver, bounded by Burnaby, the Fraser and the residential 

communities of West Fraser Lands and Champlain Heights.communities of West Fraser Lands and Champlain Heights.

The owner of the site, Park Lane Homes, hired The owner of the site, Park Lane Homes, hired DuanyDuany to conduct a to conduct a 
sevenseven--day day charrettecharrette –– an intense design exercise in conjunction with an intense design exercise in conjunction with 
the community the community –– to explore options for a place that could eventually to explore options for a place that could eventually 
house ten thousand people.  In other words, a project twohouse ten thousand people.  In other words, a project two--thirds the thirds the 

size of Concord Pacific Place.size of Concord Pacific Place.

“For about the         
same price, we                  

could have hired Elton 
John,” said Norm 
Shearing, VP of 

Development for Park 
Lane.  

“But we didn’t trust           
his urban-design skills.”



[Clockwise]   
The developer 
The designers    

The city staff  
The citizen 

...observing and 
participating



The priority of the people who participated was The priority of the people who participated was 
sustainability and the environment.  The symbol of the sustainability and the environment.  The symbol of the 

charrettecharrette was the colonizing beaver who has set up was the colonizing beaver who has set up 
housekeeping on a remnant wetland.housekeeping on a remnant wetland.

DuanyDuany, who has often regaled against a mindless , who has often regaled against a mindless 
environmentalism that excludes people from its environmentalism that excludes people from its 

calculations and opposes the creation of truly urban calculations and opposes the creation of truly urban 
spaces, tried to reconcile what he heard with the plans spaces, tried to reconcile what he heard with the plans 

his team developed.  In upcoming Price Tags, wehis team developed.  In upcoming Price Tags, we’’ll ll 
take a look in detail at the proposals and how the take a look in detail at the proposals and how the 

community, the City and the developer might respond.community, the City and the developer might respond.

Stay Tuned …



Does Frank Gehry know about this?

Submitted by Walt Judas of Tourism Vancouver: “The Coolest Pub ... bet you 
it looks straight when you’re drunk.”

But we don’t know where it is.  



TWO CITIESTWO NEW BOOKSTWO NEW BOOKS

Vancouver is a city of 
desire. In the opening 
years of the 21st 
century, Vancouver has 
willed itself into the 
consciousness of the 
world, in a calculated 
seduction of the global 
imagination. 

Click here for details.

Fluid City portrays 
Melbourne in terms of 
intersecting flows of 
‘desire’ – the desire for the 
amenities of place, for 
waterfront access and 
views, linked with desires 
for social identity, power 
and profit. 

Click here to order.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0415359236/qid=1114643950/sr=8-1/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i1_xgl14/104-3857272-6242300?v=glance&s=books&n=507846
http://www.douglas-mcintyre.com/book_details.asp?b=951


Is this any way to build a city? Is this any way to build a city? 
MELBOURNE

“Many of Melbourne's leading architects are angry. They say 
they have been spurned by the State Government - and the 

result is flawed major projects that lack inspiration.”

Click here to continue
________________________________________________

VANCOUVER
“Lance Berelowitz offers an unsentimental yet passionate 

exploration of the links between Vancouver’s seductive natural 
setting, its history of speculative development and its emerging

culture of planning and design. 

“He also makes the startling case that Vancouver is to Canada’s 
imagination what Los Angeles is to the American––a mythologized 
place of endless possibilities, while being grounded in altogether 

more limited social and environmental realities. 

“His provocative prose digs below the surface of observations 
made by local boosters and awestruck

visitors alike: writing as a form of urban archeology.”

http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Is-this-any-way-to-build-a-city/2005/04/21/1114028487103.html  


Price Tags 66 – Univercity

RE:SPONSE
Oh, the power of the photograph. 

Judging only from your pictures, it 
appears that Univercity
perpetuates the limited materials 
and monochromatic palette of SFU. 
Given the often pale daylight of 
Burnaby Mountain one might have 
expected a more colourful
approach. 
I imagine when residents begin to personalize their windows, balconies, 
storefronts and sidewalks we might begin to see this kind of richness 
being expressed. 

- Frank Ducote

I always giggle when I hear about the "shuttle 
bus" from the Millennium Line to UniverCity. I 
think that's more of Michael's marketing. It is 
probably the only 60-foot, articulated, triple-
door-boarding, four-minute-peak-headway, 
barely-keep-up-with-demand "shuttle buses" 
around! At peak times, the "shuttle bus" runs 
more often than the SkyTrain line it connects 
to - one of the many signs of the effectiveness 
of U-Pass.

I look forward to seeing the concept extended 
to the new residents. Ultimately, it would be 
good to have mandatory provision of transit 
passes included in zoning bylaws for all new 
developments, in the same way that provision 
of parking space is required today.

- Stu Ramsey



Price Tags is an electronic magazine by Gordon Price

To subscribe or comment, click hereclick here / For archives, click here.click here.
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