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Hal (left), one of this country’s best 
heritage consultants, was chair of the 

panel - a good one, nicely mixed – with 
past Premier and Vancouver Mayor Mike 
Harcourt (right), author William Gibson 
(lower left) and Sun architectural critic 

Trevor Boddy (lower right).  

Each approached the question in a 
different way, and each was eloquent. 

VANCOUVERISM: Mostly right choices.
You know it when you see it. It’s very green and glassy. It 
embraces density by building whole neighbourhoods of 
residential towers – lots of thin towers on podiums.     It 
mixes old and new, young and old, well off and not so, 

jobs and retail, green spaces and hard edges.                   
It’s pedestrian friendly. It’s profitable. It’s also highly 

interventionist. Americans are shocked.  

Over 400 people attended a sold-out panel discussion held in conjunction 
with the meeting of the Society of Architectural Historians at the Hotel 

Vancouver last week.  The subject: “Vancouverism.”

It is a word.  According to Hal Kalman, it should be in the Oxford English 
Dictionary when the next supplement comes out.  

But when asked at the end to put ‘Vancouverism’ on a bumper sticker,              
Mike Harcourt defined it in three words to general approval …



Vancouverism is only partly about 
buildings – in particular, the point towers 

and podiums of the Vancouver Style.    
It’s also about the spaces between them, 
and the connections that unite them into 

one cohesive place we call the city.

Here are some recent observations of 
changes along the edge, by way of  the 

Seaside Bike Route around the 
Downtown Peninsula and False Creek.
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1 Connecting stairs

2 Evergreen Building

3 LightShed

4 Open Seawall 

5 Edgewater Casino

6 Science World

7 Second Avenue RAV Station



1 STAIRWAY TO 
SOMEWHERE
It’s required: whenever 
construction interrupts 
the pathway around 
the downtown 
waterfront, a 
temporary detour must 
be provided.

When construction on 
the convention centre 
extension started, the 
connection to Coal 
Harbour and the 
seaplane docks was 
severed.  The solution 
was this set of stairs 
that joins the Shaw 
Tower on Hastings 
Street with the 
waterfront.  

It says a lot about the 
character of 
Vancouver that (a) the 
stairs had to be built 
and (b) people would 
use them.  

During the time I 
watched, there was 
steady traffic up and 
down the five flights –
part of a daily mini-
workout that can 
actually make a 
difference to people’s 
health.



2 THE PASSING SEEN

If demolished, the Evergreen Building will be the first Arthur 
Erickson design to bite the dust.  They say it leaks – and if that’s 
the basis for the precedent, Erickson’s legacy is in big trouble. 
The real loss, though, will be one less medium-rise building with 
strong horizontal lines in a neighbourhood of tall, vertical towers. 



3 LIGHTSHED

Grosvenor Canada Ltd. Commissioned this work by Liz Magor
as a gift to the city to celebrate the company’s 50th anniversary 
in North America.  LightShed is based on the old boat sheds 

that used to line the shoreline of Coal Harbour. The artist cast a 
half-scale model in aluminum and coated it with luminescent 

paint. At night a soft glow emanates from inside. 

Yes, some of the neighbours objected, particularly those new to 
the city who didn’t have an appreciation of Coal Harbour’s

industrial past.  But the contrast is the point: it works because 
of the juxtaposition with the shining towers in the new 

neighbourhood in which it resides.



4 ANOTHER PIECE OF THE WALL

Without fanfare or even an announcement, the finished 
Seawall next to False Creek in the Beach Neighbourhood 

just opened.   

Now people can stroll without interruption from park to park 
along the water – and see the latest manifestation of 

Vancouverism close up.  
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5 DARK BOX

It was built for Expo 86 as part of 
the B.C. Pavillion – transparent, 

light-filled and an optimistic 
expression of an outward-looking 

province.

Now the daylight has been                  
curtained off. Even the walkway to 
the entrance cuts off the clientele 

from the Plaza of Nations.

It’s now a casino, and of course 
they try to create a very different 

world than the one around it.
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False Creek South was planned with the best of intentions – and 
you can them find them articulated in the Selectric-typewritten 
reports of the time.  Here’s one from June, 1973: False Creek 
Policies and Actions.  “Sufficiently high quality transit will be 
provided so that it will not be necessary to have an automobile in 
False Creek.”

Well, the transit wasn’t provided – at least not on the scale 
needed - and the car became a necessity for many who chose to 
live there.  Ever since, a car-free neighbourhood has been seen 
as a pipe-dream – a failure of good intentions.

From 1973



Now the future may have finally arrived.  At an in-camera meeting in 
February, Council voted to fund one of the optional RAV stations at 
Second Avenue, using the parking lot on the southwest side of the 
Cambie Bridge as a development site.  

Not only RAV could stop here, mind you, but also the streetcar line and 
possibly the western extension of the Millennium line.  Here’s a chance to 
do a showcase project, incorporating services for Southeast False Creek 
– a grocery store! – as well as fulfilling the original vision for the Creek.

Which raises some questions: If this is such a great idea, why is the city 
funding the project (with some provincial money) and not RAVCo?  How 
much development will have to be piled on the site to pay for the 
station?  Does this come as a surprise to the residents of False Creek, 
who a few years ago fought off a School Board proposal for the same 
location?  And are there any more surprises to come?  

Stay tuned: a consultant will soon be hired to work up some proposals, 
and after the public consultation there should be a public hearing in 
about a year. 





I’ve always thought 
that Moscow State 

University was one of 
the more extraordinary 
buildings in the world -

both bombastic and 
ominous.  

Built under Stalin from 
1949 to 1953, just as 

international-style 
modernism was 

flourishing, it was so 

MSU
out of its time, on the 

wrong side of the wall, 
futuristic in a very old-

fashioned way, that it just 
didn’t fit.  Western 

architects averted their 
eyes.

Once you’ve seen it, 
though, you don’t forget 
it.  You may not be sure  
what it is but you know 
it’s meant to impress.



Moscow resident Ivan can see MSU from his highrise window, and 
he has photographed it often.    You can see Ivan’s excellent   

photographs (they make Moscow    look gorgeous!) at his web site. 

http://ivan.ru/archiv.htm
http://ivan.ru/archiv.htm


MOSCOW UNREALIZEDMOSCOW UNREALIZED

Tall building in Zaryadye. View from the Red Square. 
D.Chechulin. 1948

Рalace of Soviets (Dom Sovetov). B.Iofan, V.Gelfreikh, Ya.Вelopolsky, 
V.Pelevin, Sculptor S.Merkulov. A version of the approved project. 1946

Imagine a Moscow built in the style of MSU.   Hitler had his Speer to 
realize in images his vision of a rebuilt Berlin on a monumental scale.  

The Soviets under Stalin, too, would have transformed Moscow if 
even a few of these unrealized proposals had ever been built.



The building of the People's Соmmissariat of Heavy Industry A. Vesoin, V, Vesnin, 
S. Lyaschenko. 1934

The building of the People's Commissariat of Нeavy Industry. I.Fomin, 
P.Abrosimov, M.Minkus. 1934



The Aeroflot Building. D.Chechulin. 1934

For more images like these and for insight into Soviet 
architecture of the1930s, go to this wonderful web site –

Moscow Museum of Architecture. 

“According to the General Plan of 1935, Moscow was to 
become, in the shortest possible time, the showpiece capital of 
the world's first socialist state.     … the city as a unified system 
of highways, squares and embankments with unique buildings, 

embodying the ideas and achievements of socialism. “

Says the Museum: “May the unrealised plans of these 
monumental buildings serve as a reminder that it is right and 
proper to build innovatively without destroying the historically

valuable past. “

http://www.muar.ru/ve/2003/moscow/index_e.htm


In Price Tags 60, we explored the streetcar villages of Perth and Vancouver; in 
Price Tags 63, we looked at some contemporary interpretations.  Here’s a reprint 

from my column in Business in Vancouver on the importance of the arts in anchoring 
our Villages.

March 29-April 4, 2005 

Stanley is still the community heart of Vancouver's Stanley is still the community heart of Vancouver's 
South Granville areaSouth Granville area

It used to be easy to find the heart of a neighbourhood. That's where the 
post office was. That's where you went to bank. There was a mid-sized 
grocery store and probably a couple of gas stations. And if this shopping 
village was really special, it had a theatre. The name up in lights branded 
the village as a destination.

It was enough to say the "Park," "Hollywood" or "Varsity." And, of course, 
there was the "Stanley."

Opening during the 
First World War in the 
South Granville 
shopping village, the 
Stanley was built for 
vaudeville just as 
movies were begin-
ning to replace live 
entertainment. Still, 
the theatre retained 
its prestige, premier-
ing first-run films until 
it closed in 1991.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags60.pdf
http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags63.pdf


Then, saved by an initiative of the Arts Club and a ground-breaking 
deal to transfer density to the Wall Centre, the building again 
became a home for live theatre in 1998.

Because the theatre had no parking of its own, and Granville is 
congested at the best of times, some wondered whether the Arts 
Club could fill the seats and not lose its shirt. Would it make a 
difference to the businesses on the street and ultimately the identity 
of the South Granville neighbourhood itself?

The results are in and we've got some numbers - an unusual thing 
to have because hardly anyone bothers to check on the 
consequences once the big money has been spent. It's the same for 
sports stadiums. Millions get committed on the promise of all sorts of 
spinoffs, but once the doors are open, the rest is anecdote.



This report is appropriately called "Beyond Anecdotal Evidence" 
and has been funded to gauge the impacts of arts facilities on 
communities. By measuring the effects in a square kilometre around 
the Stanley, it looked at both the commercial and residential parts of 
South Granville.

And guess what? Good things happened. All because of the 
Stanley? Well, that's doubtful. But they happened simultaneously
with the theatre's resurgence, and some are surely a direct 
consequence.

Since 1998, the population has stayed the same, but it's become a 
lot better educated (50 per cent with university degrees) and more 
often employed in arts, culture, recreation and sports (almost 14 per 
cent). 

Personal income went from below to well past the Vancouver 
average - as did rents, with a huge leap in the number of people 
paying more than 30 per cent of their income on housing. Condo 
prices doubled between 1996 and 2002.



Commercial rents, leases and sales have increased as well, 
though some realtors believed the area was underpriced - at least 
until the arrival of the Restoration Hardwares and Pottery Barns 
in the last few years. Simultaneously with the opening of the 
Stanley, however, building permits increased dramatically -
significantly greater than in the surrounding area. 

Although over 55 per cent of the original businesses left, more 
restaurants, cafes and bars came in (an increase of 28 per cent). 
Almost 10 per cent of new businesses said the Stanley was a 
factor in their location decision.

Coincidence perhaps, but the reopening of the Stanley seemed 
to unleash forces that were probably already there, waiting for a 
sign of confidence.

Over half of all respondents to the survey were confident that the 
theatre added to the business and cultural diversity of South 
Granville, not to mention its pedestrian traffic. A third of 
businesses reported increased revenue on performance days, 
and shops even extended their hours to take advantage of the 
theatre traffic. Overall, from 1996 to 2001 retail sales doubled.

Some things did go down. Assaults, for instance - down by 53 per 
cent since 1996. Even burglaries declined, and so did personal 
theft. Robbery went up, as did shoplifting, but there's little doubt 
the presence of more people attracted by the Stanley effectively
increased the safety of the neighbourhood.

What strikes me as most interesting, though, is the personal 
connection that the people who live and work in the 
neighbourhood have with the Stanley.



Over 80 per cent attended a performance, 
with 42 per cent also going to a nearby 
restaurant. The theatre, though marketed 
to the region, is still profoundly local, 
supporting and supported by the people 
who live around it.

So the Stanley is doing its job as both 
regional attraction and local anchor.

Whereas huge stadiums and blockbuster 
arts centres can leave a dead zone around 
them, the Stanley is still the beating heart 
of South Granville - just as it was meant to 
be from the beginning.

__________________________________

Hill Strategies 
Research Inc. | 
Recherche Inc.

If you’d like to see the full report, “Beyond 
Anecdotal Evidence,” as well as other reports 
on the creative city, click the link to the Arts 
Research Monitor from Hill Strategies. This 
issue attempts to synthesize a variety of reports 
on the topic of creative people, classes, 
neighbourhoods and cities. 

_____________________________________

For more on Lifestyle Centres like the Park 
Royal Village, as discussed last week, check 
out this issue of Slate:

The Mall Goes Undercover

http://www.hillstrategies.com/resources.html
http://slate.msn.com/id/2116246/




No, Michael Kluckner isn’t vanishing, thank goodness.  For 
without him, a good deal of British Columbia’s history just 
might be lost – or at least his unique view of it.  

His skills as water-colourist and his passion for detail 
would be quite sufficient for a tour of this province’s hand-
built legacies  But then he adds a trove of family letters, 
photos and personal stories, even postcards and 
architectural plans, to create a detailed map of our cultural 
as well as physical past.  And of course there’s the 
Klucknerian commentary, motivated by one who 
understands the ever-increasing importance of local 
memory in a globalizing world.

You can get a copy of Vanishing British Columbia here.

The original Bralorne townsite near Lillooet

http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/item.asp?Item=978077481125&Catalog=Books&Lang=en&Section=books&zxac=1


Price Tags is an electronic newsletter by Gordon Price
Photos by Gordon Price

Stanley Theatre graphics from Arts Club and South Granville Rise

To subscribe or comment, click here / For archives, click here.

Off-leash at Sunset Beach

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags.asp
mailto:pricetags@shaw.ca

