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Every Australian city, large and small, has its 
outdoor mall, so it seems.  And they mostly 

seem to work.  Here’s their formula – and some 
good examples.

Heritage architecture 
Water features and landscaping

Arts institutions
Public art

Entertainment
Funded programming
Safety and security 

Restaurants and retail
Limited or restricted car access

Parking and transit nearby
Regional appeal 

Locals and tourists (without latter 
dominating)

Mix of ages, races, incomes 
Attention to detail and maintenance

WHAT GOES INTO A GOOD MALLWHAT GOES INTO A GOOD MALL



QUEEN STREET BRISBANE

This is the 
best mall in 
Australia.   



“The mall covers an 
area the size of two 
rugby league fields 
(Aussie rules?) and 

attracts approximately 
70,000 people daily.  
Visitors can choose 

from 1,200 shops, 300 
cafes/restaurants or 20 

cinemas … “



What makes it so appealing?  Maybe it’s the weather, 
maybe the location, maybe the $25 million in recent 

renovations and the design by John Mainwaring. The 
refurbished mall tries to capture all that is unique and 

special about living in Brisbane:

Tropical climate and plants 
Verandahs 

Dappled light 
Open spaces 

And it has good art …

In my opinion, water table is the best piece of mall art in Australia



Up top

It also helps to have the bus 
tunnel below grade. The Mall 
gets all the benefits of transit            

without the buses running 
down the middle. 

The tunnel in turn connects to 
the internal vertical malls.

Underneath

In between



BOURKE / SWANSTON MELBOURNE

Bourke and Bourke and SwanstonSwanston Streets Streets 
have the same issue as have the same issue as 

Vancouver: competition between Vancouver: competition between 
the trams and the pedestrian the trams and the pedestrian 
spaces.  But they have a midspaces.  But they have a mid--

block arcade system thatblock arcade system that’’s one of s one of 
the best in the world.the best in the world.



RUNDLE STREET ADELAIDEADELAIDE

**

Six hundred retail stores, 
linked to 14 arcades and 
shopping centres.  It too 
has just gone through 

recent renovation.



Like Melbourne, 
Adelaide also has  

heritage arcades off 
the mall that add a lot 

of class and 
eccentricity.  They’re 

great places for 
shops that can’t 

afford Class A leases 
but add a lot of 

character to the mix.  



Developed over 30 
years ago, the Hay 
Street Mall has just 
completed a $14 
million upgrade –
part of a linked 

system of malls, 
arcades, plazas, 

elevated walkways, 
and transit 

connections.   

HAY STREET PERTH





MARTIN PLACE SYDNEY



Surrounded by banks 
and offices, Martin 

Place was made into a 
traffic-free area in 1971.  
It’s a great place to feel 
the energy of Sydney’s 
acquisitive class, and to 

see some of the best 
colonial architecture in 
the Commonwealth.

It may be because of 
the sloping grade, or 

the strong street walls 
created by all that 
heavy Victorian 

architecture, but Martin 
Place feels like a huge 

urban room – or a stage 
on which the actors and 

audience are 
indistinguishable.



PITT STREETPITT STREETPITT STREET SYDNEYSYDNEY

Pitt Street, on the 
other hand, is 
dedicated to 

consumption and 
entertainment –
and continues to 

attract major 
developers who 

buy up and 
consolidate its 

properties.



THE CORSOTHE CORSO MANLEY

VICTORIA STREET BROADBEACHROADBEACH

Smaller-scale pedestrian malls are often a feature of resort towns, 
where restaurants and bars make them outdoor dining rooms. 



WHATWHATWHAT’’’S HAPPENING IN S HAPPENING IN S HAPPENING IN 

VANCOUVER?VANCOUVER?

The redesign of Granville Mall is                     
bogged down.  The Planning Department                           
is struggling to find a compromise.  Council 
remains uninvolved or unaware.

Property owners south of Smithe are insistent that no 
changes happen to the street, period.  North of Smithe, the 
business community would take Option 1 (click here to see 
the choices) all the way to Hastings. (They’re using any 
available opening to get cars back on the street) .

Because any option chosen cannot decrease transit 
efficiency, modeling is underway to test the consequences. 
Meanwhile, the design consultants  are not happy with the 
revision, but are examining the urban-design issues.  Some-
thing has to be agreed to by March, since RAV has to start 
detailed planning in April.

In the time it has taken some Australian cities to rebuild their
pedestrian malls twice, Vancouver has continued to 
complain about Granville Mall, but essentially done nothing 
to reinvent it.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags44.pdf


PATKAU ARCHITECTS RECEIVES 
TWO AIA HONOR AWARDS FOR 

ARCHITECTURE IN 2005

I don’t know if this is unprecedented – but it’s surely unusual.  
The American Institute of Architects has given local firm, 
Patkau Architects, two honour awards – “the profession’s 
highest recognition of works that exemplify excellence in 

architecture” - in a single year. Extraordinary!

Agosta House 
San Juan Island, WA
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**

Shaw House
Vancouver, BC, 
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