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If Perth wasn’t so far 
away from practically 
everywhere, you’d 
probably have heard of 
Subiaco – both the 
traditional streetcar 
neighbourhood centred
on Rokeby Road and 
the urban-renewal
project called Subi Centro - one of the better transit-oriented 
developments in the world.

As we’ll see in a future issue of PT, Australian cities have a 
remarkable legacy of neighbourhood-defining shopping streets 
created by their tramways – streets that retain both their heritage 
and their vitality.  Rokeby Road looks to be one of the best.  



A study in 1990 had identified the opportunity for an urban 
village on bordering industrial lands.  And so in 1994, the 
State government established the Subiaco Redevelopment 
Authority (SRA), modeled after its predecessor in East 
Perth.

Its mandate: to assemble 80 hectares (200 acres) in the 
Jolimont industrial area and transform them into a mixed-
use community to eventually house nearly 2,000 new 
residents in 800-900 new dwellings, along with 3,000 new 
employees and the creation of approximately 80,000 square 
metres (860,000 square feet) of new commercial retail 
space.

However, at the north end of Rokeby Road, the Perth-to-
Fremantle Railway prevented the extension of the street to 
connect with the redevelopment area. 

North end of Rokeby Road



The fundamental driver of the Subiaco redevelopment was 
the sinking of the railway line.  Federal financing was key: 
the Building Better Cities program, which had paid for soil 
reclamation in East Perth, granted $5 million to help sink 
800 metres of track, which then allowed the creation of a 
below-grade station to serve the new Transperth Fremantle 
transit line.  

*

Interestingly, the creation of the SRA also exempted it from 
the planning policies of the Cities of Subiaco and Perth, 
allowing for more innovation and mixed-use development.  

And that’s what you feel when first experiencing development 
around the station, now known as Subiaco Square.  It is 
unlike anything seen elsewhere in Perth, or even Vancouver: 
a remarkable mix of residential and retail, transit and car, 
public space and art, all in a compact and walkable
neighbourhood.

* Photos and maps compliments of SRA



For a more 
comprehensive 

description of the 
development of East 
Perth and Subiaco, 

click here for 
Reurbanisation in 

Perth: 
East Perth and 

Subiaco - a case study 
in sustainability by 

Rebecca Armstrong

*

*

http://www.sustainability.dpc.wa.gov.au/CaseStudies/Subiaco/Subiaco.htm


If there’s a single indicator of a viable neighbourhood, it’s the 
presence of a full-service, medium-sized supermarket.  

Within steps of the rail station, you can walk into a Woolie’s.



*

Hames Sharley designed Subiaco Square Shopping 
Centre to complement the traditional architectural 

character of Subiaco.  The shopping centre 
comprises a 3,500 square-metre (37,600 square feet) 
supermarket, with covered mall, specialty shops and 

office overlooking the square. Car parking is at 
basement level, with additional on-grade short-term 

parking.  It’s tight, but it works.



Subiaco Square is a very small part of the overall 
development known as Subi Centro.  By Vancouver 
standards, the residential development is relatively 

low density, but it can fairly be called a New Urbanist
project, better than most of what is being designed in 

North America.

Subiaco
Station

Rokeby Road



SubiacoSubiaco Common and early residential developmentCommon and early residential development

Subiaco
Station

*



Subiaco
Station
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Here’s the classic “before” shot – looking from 
the west.  A good deal of the industrial use still 

remains, nurturing creative businesses and 
creating opportunities for live-work housing.



SRA’s total expenditure on the redevelopment of Subi
Centro will be in the order of $130 million (A$). Flow-on 
private-sector expenditure on new residential and other 
buildings in Subi Centro will be approximately $500 million.

During 2003-2004, the SRA paid its first dividend of $2 
million to the Treasury Department. At the project’s 
conclusion, the total amount to be returned to the State
is expected to be in the order of $35 million, illustrating the 
economic benefits that can be achieved as a result of a 
successful urban redevelopment project.

In Subiaco lot prices have increased substantially in recent 
years with an average price of $220,000 per lot in 
December 1999 rising to nearly $378,000 in December 
2003 – an increase of 72 percent.

In 2002, as part of its commitment to diversity, the SRA 
has designated 10 to 15 percent of new housing on its 
lands to be specifically developed for affordable, special 
needs or social housing.  

*



Subiaco is another testament to the success of contemporary 
urban planning and development.  No doubt there were 

controversies and conflicts of which I’m not aware, and no 
doubt critics feel the project did not meet the highest possible

standards, with emphasis on the possible.  But it has done 
something important: it has shown that more sustainable, 

transit-oriented urbanity is do-able, attractive, economically 
profitable and possible to integrate into the existing city.  

That’s worth the world knowing about. 



PLACES FOR THE 21st CENTURY

As Vancouver welcomes the world in the coming years, 
the 21 PLACES ideas competition seeks to inspire 
citizens to consider what it is that draws people to public 
places.

Vancouverites are invited to help enhance the city's built 
environment by sharing some of their favourite places, 
along with ideas about how to make them even more 
appealing. Ideas may include ways to make a place more 
SUSTAINABLE, more FUNCTIONAL, more 
ATTRACTIVE, more ACCESSIBLE, more INCLUSIVE, 
more MULTICULTURAL, or perhaps more INVITING TO 
A RANGE OF AGE GROUPS.

The competition is open to all individuals and/or groups 
who live, work, or study in the City of Vancouver. More 
details can be found on the Vancouver City Planning 
Commission website at: www.alternativefutures.bc.ca.

Bonnie Fenton

Co-ordinator, 21 Places for the 21st Century Ideas 
Competition Vancouver City Planning Commission

604-873-7477
vcpcideas@vancouver.ca
www.alternativefutures.bc.ca

www.alternativefutures.bc.ca
www.alternativefutures.bc.ca
www.alternativefutures.bc.ca
www.alternativefutures.bc.ca


WHERE’S:THIS



Convention Centre Construction VillageConvention Centre Construction Village

It has taken a village to house the construction operations 
for the new convention centre.  This village has its own road 

and waterfront property on a suburban-style cul-de-sac.
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