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Hello again
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Sunday morning, December 5th



It’s good to be back.  And it was good to be away,              
in Australia for three weeks.  More on that in future 

Price Tags. 

But on return, both my body and computer got hit by 
bugs.  Advice: don’t do both at the same time.                 

If you have to choose, go for the bug in your body.             
It’s less stressful.

While my computer was recovering, I attended a few 
events with the intent to feature them in the week they 

occurred.  Too late for that, but not too late to share 
some impressions from the past month.

Fog and freighters at Jericho         
Early November



It’s November 10th, and it’s the height of Fall.  
I’m off to visit Vancouver’s newest school –
by way of a short and delightful cycle along 

Beach Avenue.

I’m to meet Andrea Reimer,          
the School Board Trustee        
who will be my guide.



I’m heading to Elsie Roy 
Elementary, tucked 

between the Dorothy Lam 
Child Care Centre and a 
luxury condominium at 

Concord Pacific.  

This is a school of 280 
students (and climbing),     
a school with a library 

that looks onto the waters 
of False Creek, with a 

community centre across 
the street, a playground 
and field next door, and 

the seawall right out front.



The field is 
marked out by 
cones, so the 
students know 

their limits.  
Like the 

neighbourhood, 
there are kids 
from a myriad 

of cultures.  
Like Canada, 
they seem to 

get along. 



Meet the principal: 
Isabel Grant.

She’s the perfect type: 
at one moment, stern 
and demanding, and 

then in an instant, 
laughing out loud, 

always watching over 
her flock, caring more 
and seeing more than 
the kids will ever give 

her credit for.

But then, I see her 
through the eyes of  

an adult.  



There are now about 40 percent 
more children and youth (0-19) 

living on the downtown peninsula 
(4,345) than in West Point Grey 

(2,675) – and almost as many as in 
all of Kitsilano (4,590).    

The difference: these kids can walk 
home for lunch. 



Down-
town

West Point 
Grey

Dunbar 
Southlands Kitsilano

Area (ha) 578 455 861 551 

0-19 4,345 2,675 5,575 4,590 

Density 7.5 5.9 6.5 8.3 

WONK WORK-OUT PAGE

Children and Youth in Four Vancouver Districts                
(2001 Census)



November 16th – and back to Concord Pacific, only this time to 
Cooper’s Park, where Terry Hui, Concord’s President, is turning 
over the soil with the Mayor to promote their latest development.



Concord’s marketing typically has a high EST factor. (That’s 
Established Social Trendiness.  See Price Tags 17 – How 

They Sold the Revolution.) This time it’s kayaking.  Yes, 
residents of Coopers Quay will have exclusive use of seven 

kayaks that come with their condo.  Very outdoorsy, very 
Vancouver.  Even Terry Hui, who has his yacht anchored at 

the foot of Davie, says he picks up a paddle whenever he can 
find the time to get out on False Creek.

CEO Hui, and his 
preferred mode of 

transportation

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags17.pdf


Price Tags 50 – Lonsdale

RE:SPONSE
In the last PT, City of North Vancouver Councillor Darrell 

Mussatto asked for ideas on the plaza at the foot of 
Lonsdale.  Here’s a response from Victoria planner Mark 
Hornell. (But I’m missing a reader’s idea for a pier.  It got 

lost in my computer crash; please send again.)

I think the plaza idea would be wrong for this 
site.  What is great about Lonsdale Quay  and 
the Seabus terminal is the sense of bustle and 
spatial compression right at the water's edge.  

Rather than another windy plaza, find a way to 
extend the action from the market over to the 
foot of Lonsdale, still with opportunities for the 
great view across the water, but perhaps more 
tightly framed views.  



Building on the transportation connection, here is a 
perhaps outlandish proposal:  shift the BCR terminal 
from its obscure location somewhere to the west right to 
the foot of Lonsdale, and terminate the axis of Lonsdale 
with a signature building, a sort of contemporary 
analogue to the Waterfront station across the harbour, 
that could serve as an expanded dock for Seabus, a 
Lonsdale Streetcar line, and the station for the train to 
Whistler.  Connect this station tightly with the existing 
market.

Wouldn't it be great to take your skis or board onto the 
Seabus in Vancouver, sail across the harbour, disembark 
and simply walk through the station to the ski-train to 
Whistler? Wouldn't tourists coming for the Olympics 
enjoy that kind of convenience? 

Certainly finding a way to bring the BCR rail line into a 
Lonsdale Station (probably sub-grade) in a way that 
doesn't create a physical barrier at the street level would 
be very expensive.  As expensive as the highway 
upgrades on the sea to sky highway, or tunnelling the 
RAV line along Cambie?  Hard to say.

Mark Hornell, MCIP
Director of Regional Planning
Capital Regional District
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