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In Price Tags 18, we excerpted 
a story from the SF Weekly by 
writer Matt Smith about recent 

development in Vancouver.  
When he wrote last May about 

the same subject in San Diego, 
he made some connections.

“The 
renaissance of 
downtown San 
Diego … begins 
nearly 20 years 
ago and a half-
continent to the 
north, where 
officials in 
Vancouver, B.C. 
pondered what 
to do about their 
own version of 
West Coast 
sprawl. “



May 5, 2004 

Building Up California
A high-rise condo boom in San Diego 
may show the way out of a statewide 
housing and sprawl problem
BY MATT SMITH

The renaissance of downtown San Diego provides a 
compelling contranarrative. 

The story begins nearly 20 years ago and a half-continent to 
the north, where officials in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
pondered what to do about their own version of West Coast 
sprawl. The city was desperate for new housing in an urban 
area that had spread 100 miles. Vancouver officials 
beckoned developers to fallow industrial yards near 
downtown. 

Supported by capital flowing out of Hong Kong in the years 
before its transfer from British to Chinese control, developers 
were able, within 10 years, to build a miniversion of an Asian 
city -- only nicer. Thanks to careful civic planning, developers 
were forced to provide land and/or money for ample parks, 
bikeways, and community centers …

Click here for full story.

http://www.sfweekly.com/issues/2004-05-05/smith.html/1/index.html


Truly an original web site….

The Animals, made up using tube lines, stations and junctions 
were spotted by Paul Middlewick some 15 years ago.

The original Animal, the Elephant was discovered while Paul was 
staring at the tube map during his daily journey to work. Since 
then, the Elephant has been joined by many other Animal friends.

Click here for more.

http://www.animalsontheunderground.com/


NOW OPEN: GEORGE WAINBORN PARK

The legal agree-
ments are signed, 

the fences are 
down, you can now 
walk on the grass 

and sit on the 
chairs.  It’s at the 
foot of Richards 

Street: check it out.



PROPOSED MARINA AT GEORGE WAINBORN PARK

I just received an e-mail from Rider Cooey, a South False Creek 
resident who has been concerned for some time about marinas in False 

Creek.  I share his view that with every marina, we lose more 
irreplaceable open water.  In 1999, I was the sole vote opposed to the 
expansion of the False Creek Yacht Club’s marina in front of George 

Wainborn Park.  Here’s further news by Rider. 

The photo below shows Wainborn Park and four marina sites. In 
the yellow triangle, site of the proposed marina, a crane is helping 

build public walkways that would border two sides of the 
marina. One side would be next to Wainborn Park, and includes 

the rounded View Promontory (centre left).



If Concord builds its marina, that green shoreline will not be 
visible from Wainborn Park, the public walkways, or the 
purpose-built View Promontory. From the other direction, 
Wainborn Park won't be visible from anywhere on the south 
shore, Charleson Park to Alder Bay. Instead, from vantage 
points all around False Creek-- shoreline, uplands, all three 
bridges--people will see a jumbled collection of 20'-30' high 
motor cruisers.

This marina-- located on a dominant site, at the shoreline, 
beside heavily-used public parks and pathways-- will block or 
dominate False Creek views from much of the shoreline and all 
around the watershed.  In Vancouver's public realm, Long 
Views-over-water to a green shoreline (photo) have significant 
aesthetic, historical, and psychological value. Views that 
include boats at anchor or boats sailing past are especially 
valuable. 



Instead of approving Concord's second Big Boat marina on 
False Creek, City officials should renew an existing marina-
expansion compromise. That compromise-- already ratified 
by Concord, False Creek Yacht Club, and City Council--
would:

- Obtain for the City a seawall path Right-of-Way 
- Approve an expansion of the False Creek Yacht Club      

marina
- Retain Long Water-Views to and from the two Parks, the 
walkways, and Promontory.

After Council changed the zoning, Concord officials changed 
their minds. They decided to demand more for the seawall-
shortcut ROW than just an expanded marina. Now Council 
must approve an additional marina, on a view-designated 
site, for Big Boats only. Expansion of FCYC's marina must 
again be approved as well, of course. But the rezoning 
must be rezoned again.

The view-designated site they want is Water Lot 249, which 
contains the yellow triangle in this photo. The approval they 
want is for a jumble of 20'-30' high cruisers collected in a 
new marina. In exchange, they are offering one of their 
motorized ramps for use on a ferry dock.

Such a lopsided deal--costly to the public realm, with little 
public benefit-- should not displace a balanced compromise 
(Marina Expansion for Shortcut ROW) already ratified by the 
City, the Yacht Club and Concord.



ACTION

Write to mayorandcouncil@city.vancouver.bc.ca that:

A) Concord's tardy, contradictory withdrawal of their 
agreement to compromise and instead demand an 
additional marina is an abuse of process and City 
resources.

B) A Big Boat marina in Water Lot 249 is a detrimental 
use of False Creek shoreline.

C) The public benefit trade-offs-- shortcut ROW and 
ferry-ramp --are inadequate, since their combined value 
does not approach either the private-financial value of 
the marina or the public-amenity value of the site.

Please also suggest that City officials should:

(1) Pursue action on the 1999 compromise agreement 
to trade FCYC's expanded marina for a seawall-path 
ROW.

OR (2) Encourage Concord officials to develop a 
smaller-scale project for Water Lot 249.

OR (3) Both of the above.

Rider Cooey 604-872-1382

mailto:mayorandcouncil@city.vancouver.bc.ca


RE:SPONSE
My Park Board colleague Mark Vulliamy
should be noted as a significant 
contributor to the downtown skateboard 
plaza (some would argue, the significant 
contributor). He worked on this project for 
3-4 years before it was finally approved in 
2003. He looked at many possible sites 
and tested out several of them. He guided 
the Skatepark Coalition through thick and 
thin. 

The process was often discouraging and 
not rewarding. But he stayed the course. 
And am I glad he did. Now that it's 
opened, we've even heard praise 
from several who were doubtful during 
the planning stage. While it's still too 
early to comment on the success of the 
skatepark over the long run, Mark was 
sure of one thing: if we built it well, it 
would be well used.

Congratulations to Mark and all those who 
contributed!

Michel Desrochers
Park Planner 
City of Vancouver 



CHICAGO’S MILLENNIUM PARK
Yes, Vancouver designs some pretty nice parks.  But in 
truth, nothing in North America matches Chicago’s most 

recent addition to its superb open-space system:  
Millennium Park.  Of course, when you spend practically 

half-a-billion dollars on 24.5 acres, you can do some 
amazing things – and that they’ve certainly done.  

Click here to learn more. Or here. Or here.

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?entityName=Millennium+Park&entityNameEnumValue=137
http://www.suntimes.com/special_sections/summer/millenniumpark.html
http://www.lynnbecker.com/repeat/Gehry/gehry.htm 


Thank you for the lovely article on the Elsie Roy School. You 
are right; we have waited a long time for this vital component of 
a planned neighbourhood… I take issue, however, with your 
implication that the blame lies entirely with the school board for 
ineffective planning. Equal responsibility in this case needs to be 
taken by the City's planning department and the provincial 
government of the day.

You mention that now the school board needs to be looking at 
Coal Harbour; actually, we were beginning to look at Coal 
Harbour in 1999...and we have made the same mistake with it as 
was made with the Elsie Roy school. We have missed the 
opportunity to develop an integrated community from the outset; 
we are already too late. A school, like a daycare or a waterpark
or a community centre, needs to be built at the same time the 
residential developments are taking shape. But there is no 
mechanism, nor a great deal of will, it appears, to change the 
current systems which prevent this from happening.

The conundrum: provincial government does not begin the 
planning process or pass on dollars to build a new facility unless 
the kids are already in the community. So we get caught waiting, 
and families and neighbourhoods suffer as a result. As you 
know, one of the reasons we chose to remain in the older part of
the West End is that we could not wait for the infrastructures to 
be built which would support our family needs.

Price Tags 47 – Elsie Roy School

RE:SPONSE



RE:SPONSE

The City planning department continues to regard the school 
board as just another outside developer they need to be tough 
with, rather than as a partner in the governance and social 
planning framework of our community. The school board has 
never actively pursued creative, entrepreneurial partnerships with 
developers and agencies (think Concert and YMCA) to plan, 
build, and integrate an educational facility on the same timeline 
as the rest of the development within a planned neighbour-
hood. For many years, provincial legislation stood in the way of 
these things happening.

The opportunity at Coal Harbour is already lost ... where we need 
to be is at the table creating False Creek South. Who wants to 
step up to the plate?

Elyn Dobbs

Designated site for 
Coal Harbour

elementary school



Beijing's Truly Bad Buildings 
THE construction boom that has been remaking Beijing has 
attracted famous architects from around the world. But the 

cityscape is hardly the stuff of a glossy design magazine. A few
pieces of this new architecture stand out for their aggressive 

awfulness. To pay tribute to those buildings, a group of young 
Americans in Beijing are launching a Web site, 

www.chinesetriad.org/bab. The Web site will allow residents to 
post pictures and commentary, will feature those new buildings 
that have "a grandiose quality, a fantastical or monumental kind

of aspiration that makes them worth recording."

The building is in 
the eastern 

outskirts of Beijing. 
The building itself is 

constructed of 
concrete and 

colored tile. It is a 
hotel, and you can 
rent the room that 

looks like the jack-
o-lantern! 

www.chinesetriad.org/bab


Click here for more of the Truly Bad

www.chinesetriad.org/bab


RE:SPONSE

I enjoyed the piece on Mission/Maple Ridge and the 
Brookfield farm. Nice area.

Interestingly enough, I dragged out my family on an 
outing to Mission earlier this year, via the West Coast 
Express. While the ride to Mission was enjoyable 
enough, once you get off, there's no longer a sense of 
pedestrian-friendly environs (although there's hope yet 
for downtown Mission). 

We walked to a Howard Johnsons from the station, on a 
narrow sidewalk along the highway (keep in mind this 
was winter, and in Mission, it feels like winter). Definitely 
makes one miss Vancouver's walker-friendly roadways 
when transport trucks are flying by.

Oddly enough, the only other pedestrian traffic besides 
us were sandwich board kids at one of the highway 
intersections, kitty-corner, with one group representing 
Domino's and the other representing Little Caesar's. 
Fascinating. 

Derek Moscato

Price Tags 46: Mission
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