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Elsie Roy Elementary
opened its doors on September 7th to 250 children, most of 

whom can walk to the school from their highrise homes.  Named 
after a long-time educator in the district, this is the first new 

school to be opened downtown in the last half century. 



When the Concord Pacific development was being planned, 
the City insisted on two sites for schools. But the School 

Board, unsure whether the demand would materialize, was 
reluctant to build them.  Big mistake.  It was soon being lobbied 

by dozens of parents who had counted on a school being 
ready when their kids came of age - one of the main reasons 

they had moved downtown.

The School Board now realizes it has to start planning for the 
next school in the Coal Harbour neighbourhood, given the 

number of children already there.

Two lessons: If you plan for children, you may get more than 
you expected. And if a neighbourhood is good for kids, it’s 

good for everyone else.

(Eventually, a third lesson: we'll be able to compare the health
of kids at Elsie Roy Elementary who can walk, bike and blade 

to school with those who don't. Ironically, the former live in 
highrises, the latter more likely in the suburbs.)



Under the Viaducts

SKATE 
PLAZA



It took years:
To come up with the idea, 

To overcome the skepticism, 

To talk to the right people, 
To meet and meet and meet,

To find a site, to find another site, and yet another site,
To agree on a design, get the City’s approval,

Get the money, get it built, get it right, get it done ….  



So now Vancouver has, according to the expert I 
talked to (Adam, who’s photographed parks all over 

North America and Europe), the best street-style park 
he’s ever seen. Problem: already too small.  



This is not, please, a 
skateboarding bowl, with 
all the hard edges (and 
challenges) eliminated.  
Skate Plaza is designed 
to look as though it could 

be outside some 
corporate office building: 
planters, railings, stairs, 
ledges, the works. Only 
one thing missing: those 
little nudgy things they 
put everywhere to stop 

the skateboarders. 

Funny thing: they 
board-proofed the 
overpass in Andy 
Livingstone Park. 
Then the police 
noticed that without 
the skaters, the 
place was occupied 
by drug-users.  
They took the 
nudgy things off.  
Now it has a name:

Ledge/nd



Skateboarding is more about performance than competition - and 
this site has a ready-made audience.  Not far off the Seawall, 

edged by the boulevards, 
right on the busiest bike 
route and, best of all, with 
SkyTrain sweeping down

every few 
minutes, the 
skaters are on 
show - in an all-
weather room, 
where the noise 
echoes but 
doesn’t disturb.



Skate Plaza signifies a change of attitude about 
skateboarding - perhaps a more important 
achievement than the physical space itself. 

Part of the appeal of skating is its subcultural
identity, of course, now in ironic danger of being 
mainstreamed.  It’s a young man’s game (there 

are few women), very much a reaction to the 
coddling culture in which they were raised.  

Protected from every danger, they now          
search out risk.

About 20 young people in the Vancouver Skate 
Park Coalition worked for seven years to get 
this far.  They were losing the Hot Spots of 

downtown: the Post Office, 401 West Georgia, 
the foot of Hornby Street, the Bentall Centre.  

Options for a purpose-built park were few; once 
nearby residents heard about a proposal,          

it quickly died.  

Thanks to some sympathetic insiders - Michael 
Gordon in Planning, Dave Jones in Police - the 
City’s attitudes and bylaws began to change.  

(Skating finally became legal on some streets in 
the Spring of 2002 under the previous Council.)

For Michael Gordon, Skate Plaza is one step in 
making downtown more youth-friendly. We 
have the child-care centres, the elementary 

schools, the parks for toddlers.  Now we have a 
place for them as they grow up.





NOT JUST FOR HOBBITS

It took a little longer than expected but the Cob Demonstration 
Building opened (practically finished) on September 18th.  This 
project of the Stanley Park Ecology Society will be used as a 

popcorn concession stand (organic only) to raise money.   

What is Cob?  Earthen architecture, basically.  It’s been around 
for thousands of years.  And it’s coming back.



Credit to the builder, Ian Marcuse (above), 
assistant Steve Lay, project coordinator              
Kristi Tatebe and the many volunteers.

Click here for more information and a progress diary.

http://www.stanleyparkcob.ca/


24 PHOTOS OF VANCOUVER

A Web Exhibit by Christopher DeWolf
Click here to see something rarely 

photographed: Vancouver in the rain.

Price Tags is an electronic newsletter by Gordon Price.
All photos by Gordon Price

.
We love feedback.  Click here to subscribe or comment.

Cllick here for archives.

Erratum: Roger Bayley tells me he’s an engineer, not an 
architect, even though he’s been around Paul Merrick so long.  

http://www.urbanphoto.net/24van/main.htm
mailto:pricetags@shaw.ca
http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags.asp



