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I confess (if it wasn’t already obvious) that Price Tags is a way of 
publicly presenting what would otherwise be private observations
and opinions. Thank you, readers, for tolerating my indulgences 
whenever you open PT attachments.

If you’ve wondered what I actually look and sound like, I’m now 
only a click away, thanks to the latest initiative on the part of the 
Vancouver City Planning Commission.  They’ve just launched the 
Alternative Futures web site, with a focus on the housing issue in 
all its complexity. 

The site is the work of Tom Pryce-Digby, Chris Bouris and David 
Lach. And a great site it is.  Not only is there an abundance of 
good documentation but, best of all, it makes excellent use of 
streaming technology to allow the people interviewed to speak for 
themselves.  Click on the names to go directly to their interviews.  

Michael Audain, developer
Lance Berelowitz, urban designer
Robert Brown, developer
Patrick Condon, UBC landscape architect
Cheeying Ho, Smart Growth BC
Jane Jacobs, author
Philip Owen, fomer mayor
Gordon Price, former city councillor
Moura Quayle, UBC Dean
Bob Ransford, public affairs consultant

http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=audain.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=berelowitz.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=brown.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=condon.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=ho.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=jacobs.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=owen.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=price.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=quayle.asp
http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/pages/story.asp?p=ransford.asp


Click here 
to go to 
VCPC’s

Alternative 
Futures 
website.

http://www.alternativefutures.bc.ca/index.asp


“A Local Politician’s Guide to 
Urban Transportation”

_______________________________________________________________________

A few years ago, I wrote an essay that tried to summarize 
what I had learned about the transportation issue, after 
having sat on the TransLink board through its initial teething. 
(More like a root-canal operation, actually.)

Todd Litman has been good enough to host the essay on 
his majestically comprehensive web site for the Victoria 
Transport Policy Institute.  You can read the whole thing 
with all the footnotes by clicking here.

Or you can get a pdf file with just the main body of the essay 
by going to this web site in California.

You’ll also learn about a grass-roots initiative to deal with a 
highway widening in Santa Cruz County - an interesting 
parallel to the battle that may well ensue here as the 
provincial government tries to push through something 
similar with our Highway 1.

http://www.vtpi.org/localpol.htm
http://sensibletransportation.org/


Emery 
Barnes

was born in New 
Orleans in 1929.  

He came to Canada 
to play in the CFL, 

His life was 
dedicated to 
speaking out 
for  the disad-
vantaged and 
for  world-wide 
human rights. 
He became the 
first Black 
Speaker  of a 
Canadian 
legislature.

After his death in 
1998, the newest park 
in Downtown South 
was named after him.

and was on 
the B.C. 

Lions when it 
won the 

Grey Cup in 
1964. 

He went on 
to represent 

Vancouver 
Centre for 

the NDP 
from 1972 to 

1996.



The park was 
a condition of 
the rezoning of 
Downtown 
South when it 
was planned as 
a high-density 
residential 
neighbourhood 
in the early 
1990s.

Davie and Richards in 2001



Construction in 2002Construction in 2002

The park was designed by 
Stevenson + Associates,  
and constructed by                 
UCC Group Inc.

The land cost $16 million , 
funded through a development  
levy collected from the nearby 

condo towers.  The first-
phase construction cost $1.4 
million, with the Rotary Club 

contributing $50,000.





There’s an amazing mix 
around this park: SROs on 
Granville, social services on 

Seymour, upscale condos 
on Richards, and trendy 

Yaletown down Davie.    
And yet it all works.



There’s more to 
come; the park is 
only half complete.  
The City has 
acquired almost all 
the land to the 
west, and will 
incorporate it and 
the lane into an 
expansive green 
space.  The social 
housing to the 
north remains.

Overlooking the park 
will be the two towers 

of Brava - and in 
between will be the 

Vancouver Film 
Centre, a bonused

project that along with 
the adjacent Dance 

Centre will add to the 
cultural flavour of the 

neighbourhood.



QuizQuiz
I’m guessing that not too many Price Tags readers will rate much 

beyond “Very Calgary” in this Vancouveroscity Test from 
Terminal City Weekly.  But give it a try …

I found this test on the “Urban Vancouver” Blog - a site that 
brings together all the blogs and websites the authors can find  
about Vancouver.  It’s eclectic, as you’d expect, but comes up 

with some real gems.  Currently UV is made up of Roland 
Tanglao, Richard Erikson and Boris Mann.                        

Click here to check it out.

You've fallen asleep at Wreck Beach, burned your 
personal areas and been too wasted to get up the 
stairs.

You've put on a bathing suit and spent a summer 
afternoon pool-hopping through apartment buildings 
in Kitsifornia.

You've had sex in Stanley Park.

You've had sex on one of the bridges.

You've dropped out of Langara at some point in your 
academic career.

Click for all one hundred questions.

http://www.terminalcity.ca/LotusLand/current/Vancouveroscity+Test+2004.htm
http://www.urbanvancouver.com/


RE:SPONSE
Price Tags 36 - West Vancouver

Certainly Ambleside & Dundarave are attractive, but the 
former badly needs a boost of some kind. Many years ago 
there was far more to do in Ambleside:a bowling alley, a 
pier, a tackle shop and boat rental, a theatre. All that 
remains is the wee sailing club. With the proposed 
demolition of the Park Royal Hotel, there is a lovely spot on 
the south side of the 1300 block Marine drive where a gas 
station has been removed for a boutique type hotel 
complete with convention facilities.

Concommitant with financial institutions, there is a plethora 
of coffee shops which I never visit, nor does my husband. 
There is little that is useful in either A. or D., too many 
eateries and too many gift shops.

As to your assessment of (Hollyburn Centre), that apartment 
set-up is probably one of the ugliest things I have ever seen 
and how it got past the planning department is beyond 
me. It looks as though a child had thrown some handsful of 
spare parts in a heap. The medical building itself is a cheap 
job and looks it.

We have lived here for 50 years, see nothing we might 
"downsize" into, the Paterson module of apartment variation 
being utterly inadequate (I remember him at UBC) and a 
municipal council which seems afraid to deal with what 
needs to be done….

Clare Baillie, West Vancouver



RE:SPONSE

With reference to bicycle routes … there is no doubt that 
the citizens and staff of West Vancouver are very keen 
on developing and providing cycling opportunities for 
the commuter and the recreational rider in West Vancou-
ver. To that end we have arranged for an inaugural 
meting of a West Vancouver Cycling Committee later this 
month.

Our initial goals for the committee will be to develop 
terms and a scope which will include:

- Developing Marine Drive as a commuter route;

- Developing a multi-user route connecting Horseshoe     
Bay, Dundarave and Ambleside with the Lions Gate 
Bridge;

- Updating West Vancouver's cycle route map; and

- Developing a web link containing pertinent cycle 
information for cyclists in West Vancouver.

In addition, West Vancouver has commissioned a safety 
study through ICBC which will analyze, among other 
issues, the minimum requirements for the provision of a 
safe commuter route along Marine Drive.

We are on it!

B. A. Dozzi, P. Eng., PTOE
Manager, Public Works and Transportation

West Vancouver



During the last six years of living in 
West Van, we have watched with 
dismay at the downgrading of 
Ambleside...Harrison Galleries, 
Howards Piano, several interesting 
boutiques.....all gone because of high 
rents.

I had better not get started on Park 
Royal or the forthcoming addition 
complete with faux lighthouse. Or 
the fact that grocery stores are 
closed by 1900 so one has to drive 
to North Van for evening grocery 
shopping.

Lis Welch, West Vancouver

When I was working with the 
Disney Development 
Company on an Orlando 
Hotel Concept, the visiting 
executives remarked that not 
only did they enjoy my “one 
street town” (Dundarave), 
they said that where they 
come from, people would 
have to pay admission to get 
in!

Rick Hulbert
West Vancouver

Having grown up in West 
Van (near Dunderave), I 
really enjoyed this 
issue. Now you will have 
to do one on Pemberton 
Heights & Edgemont 
Village where all of us live 
who grew up in West Van 
but can't afford it!

Barney Ellis-Perry
North Vancouver

RE:SPONSE

If you get a chance 
on a later jaunt, 
have a look at 
Lower Caulfeild, 
where the MGTs (I 
like that expres-
sion) have blasted 
most of the rustic 
character away. It 
was once a really 
charming place…

Michael Kluckner
Langley



Price Tags is an electronic newsletter by Gordon Price.   
All photos by Gordon.

Emery Barnes picture from B.C. Archives.

To subscribe, send an e-mail address to 
pricetags@shaw.ca

Downtown South / 2002Downtown South / 2002

For archives of Price Tags,
click here.

http://www.northwestwatch.org/publications/pricetags.asp

