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There’s a new colour                    
in the New York palette:

Bikeway   Green

Taxi Yellow
Asphalt 

Gray

Brick Red



In Manhattan, as in ParisParis,
this is a transformative time.

http://www.sightline.org/publications/enewsletters/price_tags/pricetags101


Once again.Once again.

New York is a city used to  New York is a city used to  
transformation.transformation.



The Manhattan waterfront was once a working port.



The shoreline was                   
devoted to road and rail.

FDR Drive

Henry Hudson Parkway



Now these riverfronts are being transformed                    
into greenways.



Since the mid-
1990s, the State 
and City have been 
developing the 
Hudson River Park
– five miles, 550 
acres.

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/mwg/mwghome.shtml


The vision:
a complete 
connected 
Manhattan 
Greenway

More than 20 of the 32 
miles of the Manhattan 
Waterfront Greenway are 
on the water or otherwise 
complete.

Twelve miles to go.



Future plans have the  
greenway cantilevered 
over the river from the 

existing shoreline …
.

… as underway at the East River Park     
below the Williamsburg Bridge.

http://www.hudsonriverpark.org/index.asp


For the first time in Manhattan’s history, the neighbourhoods between 
Midtown and Downtown Manhattan will have access to the waterfront for 
active transportation.

These neighbourhoods - the East and West Villages, Loisaida, SoHo, 
Tribeca, the Lower East Side, NYU and Cooper Union - all have a high 
percentage of students and residents inclined to adopt cycling. 

The maximum distance across the island is about three miles on flat terrain 
– comfortable for cycling.  Depending, that is, on whether there is a 
connected grid of safe routes.

3 miles3 miles



That’s the intent of the City’s 
concentration of bike paths, 

lanes and cycle tracks within 
one mile of Cooper Union at 

Astor Place.
Go here for interactive       

NYC Bike Maps.  

New York City’s bike map is here.

http://www.nycbikemaps.com/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bikemaps.shtml


The network (the blue 
routes) consists mostly of 
painted lanes.   



Even in the tight, Even in the tight, 
congested grid of New congested grid of New 

York, they find room York, they find room 
to build separated to build separated 

cycle paths.cycle paths.

(Though not everyone is a fan.)

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/25/as-bike-lanes-proliferate-so-do-disputes/?scp=1&sq=bike%20lanes&st=cse


Cars are shifted away 
from the curb to the 
other side of a buffer 
zone so that cyclists 
are protected from 
sudden ‘dooring.’



In one the most ambitious projects in 
North America, New York has 
constructed cycle tracks (the green 
routes) on its major west-side avenues. 

These are the 
new streets of 
New York.
Here’s a guide to           
their design.

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bikemain.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/sdm_lowres_5_20_09.pdf


Cyclists get the curb lane, away from the moving vehicular traffic.



Pedestrians have sanctuaries 
and shorter crossing distances.



Intersection movements are controlled by traffic signals,       
to accommodate cyclists going straight and drivers turning left.

Note the green signal for cyclists and the red stoplight for 
motorists. Each waits a turn.



Problem: Bike salmon.

The cycle tracks are 
one-way.  But bike 

salmon swim upstream 
against the flow.  

But because they can’t 
see the downstream 

signals, they don’t know 
when the traffic                     

will turn. 

http://pricetags.wordpress.com/2009/07/26/bike-salmon/


Some of the 
most cycling-
rich neighbour-
hoods are in 
Brooklyn. 

Destinations 
are often in 
Manhattan.

Dumbo



2.5 miles2.5 miles

2.5 miles
2.5 miles

Within a diameter of five miles, a cyclist living in Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, can reach every destination in 
Manhattan south of 14th Street.  And a bicycle, 
depending on the traffic and the subway connections, 
can be the fastest way to go.  

More here on 
Streetfilms

http://www.streetfilms.org/archives/nyc-bike-to-work-day-09/


The East River The East River 
Bridges provide the  Bridges provide the  

connections. connections. 



The Williamsburg Bridge
has a ped/bike 
route above the 
traffic that is 
accessible, safe 
and spacious -
a real-life New 
York stage set for 
every one who 
walks, runs, bikes, 
blades, skates or 
strolls. 

No experience of 
New York is 

complete without 
crossing an East 

River bridge.



Williamsburg 
Bridge.

Manhattan 
Bridge

Brooklyn 
Bridge

In July 2008, 2,257 bike riders used the Williamsburg Bridge every day.  
The Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges had 2,939 riders combined. 

Overall, the Manhattan Central Business District got 12,500 commuter 
cyclists daily in 2008 - up 35 percent.



Prospect Park

The eastern 
neighbourhoods of 

Brooklyn each have their 
own bridge connections, 

route networks and               
bike cultures -

rather like Portland                 
and Vancouver.



Google maps of Portland and Vancouver 
relationship

2.5 miles

2.5 miles

2.5 miles
2.5 miles

Portland’s Hawthorne 
Bridge carries 7,200 
cyclists a day.

Vancouver’s Burrard 
Bridge carries 5,250 
riders daily.  

The modal split in cycle-
rich neighbourhoods can 
reach 10 percent.

Hawthorne Hawthorne 
BridgeBridge

Burrard Burrard 
BridgeBridge

Portland Bike MapPortland Bike Map

Vancouver Bike MapVancouver Bike Map

http://vancouver.ca/engsvcs/transport/cycling/bikeways/maps.htm
http://www.portlandonline.com/TRANSPORTATION/index.cfm?a=70221&c=34809


From fixies to fashion,                 
bike culture is becoming 

synonymous with                     
New York style. 

David Byrne’s bike racks

Bill Cunningham’s On The Street fashion 

Biking Rules from Transportation 
Alternatives

http://runway.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/06/02/project-bike-lane/?ref=fashion
http://runway.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/06/02/project-bike-lane/?ref=fashion
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2009/08/21/style/1247464152658/on-the-street-happy-trails.html
http://www.davidbyrne.com/art/bike_racks/about/nyt_cityroom_8_19_08.php
http://www.davidbyrne.com/art/bike_racks/about/nyt_cityroom_8_19_08.php
http://bikingrules.org/ridethecity
http://www.downtownny.com/bikearound
http://www.amazon.ca/Bicycle-Diaries-David-Byrne/dp/0670021148


Transportation Alternatives, NYC advocates for 
cycling, walking and public transit, sums it up:

In the last two years:

• Bike parking in indoor garages
• The installation of thousands of bike racks 
• The Hudson River Greenway
• Bicycle paths on all of the East River bridges 
• A doubling of the bike network since 2006 to 200  lanes 
• Physically separated bike lanes 
• A new street code for city cyclists 

http://www.transalt.org/


Its leaders on are onside. 

From The New Yorker 
August 24, 2009

Taking on the Mayor

As the economy recovered, 
(Mayor Michael) Bloomberg set 
about trying to transform the city, 
on a scale not seen since the days 
of Robert Moses. 

“You know, Moses did some 
things that turned out not to be 
great: cutting us off from the 
waterfront, putting roads all along 
the water.”

The Bloomberg model … was 
based to a large extent on undoing 
the Moses legacy.

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2009/08/24/090824fa_fact_mcgrath


In the ongoing tension between the visions of                   
Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs, New York, which 
tried so hard to accommodate itself to Motordom,              
is now leading the world in Sustainable Streets. 

Jane, it seems, is winning.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Moses
http://www.amazon.ca/Wrestling-Moses-Builder-Transformed-American/dp/1400066743
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Jacobs
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/stratplan.shtml
http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/communityofinterest/archive/2009/07/27/motordom-defined.aspx


So New York – the place you might least expect - has 
been become a continental leader in the move to the 
post-Motordom city.  Transforming itself yet again.               
As always.



Price Tags thanks
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bikemain.shtml
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